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An BxtraEi 
of A Letter^ written hy D. B. to the PMfljer, concerning the pr^- 
fent Declination of the Magnetick Needle, and the Tydcs , 
May 2^. 1668. 

STrj I here prefent you with a Scheme of the Magnetical Vari- 
ations^asit was fent me by Capt. Samuel Sturmy-, an experi- 
enced Seaman^ and a Commander of a Merchant Ship for many 
years 5 who (as he aflures 
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me) took the Obfervati- 
ons himfelf in the prefence 
of Mr. Staynredyan antient 
Mathematician, & others, 
in if i?»'»^4«?-M'eadowes by 
the water- fide, in fome 
fuch approach, I think, to 
Briflol ^ as LimC'houfe or 
the Fields adjoyning are to 
London. This (as the 
TMe fliews ) was taken 
^unei^. 1666. Thcyob- 
iferved again in the fame davof the next year, viz, ^uneis. 
166 ji and then they found the Viiriation increaf'd about 6. mi- 
nutes' Tf(/?fr/;. 

Nm he promifeth to cake the Obfei vations in the fame Com- 
pany and Place, on the i ph.^'-Hne next following, with a Qua- 
drant of <5 foot radius y accurately divided into minutes, and with 
a very good Needle about 8. inches long 5 and he doubts not, 
but the Obfervations fhall be as exadly made, as can be done by 
any Men in any place of the World. 

He adds, that he has found in feveral places or Meridians, upon 
his own Obfervations, from 2. min. to 7. minutsfome difference. 
IniimTable he notes thegreateft diftance or difference to be 14, 
minutes j and fo taking the;w4«for ihtuw^Variation^ he con- 
cludes it then and there to be juft r . d€2. 27. mm, viz.. ^une 15. 
1666, 

The fame ^rfon. promifetli an exaiJl accompt concerning 
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Tydes there, according to the diredions formerly given In the 
Tranfactions. At prefent he affureth from many former Obfer- 
vations, that the biggeft Sfring'tjdes, and Amual Tjdes there, 
are about the *y£(^aitu>xes., according as the Moon isneer the 
iPuUj or Change, before or after that time. Of this you may 
expe(5l a more perfed account hereafter. 

An Extract, 
^f a Letter concerning an opical Experiment, conckci've to a de- 
cased Sight ^ communicated by a Worthy perfon^ who fomd the 
benep of it himfelf. 

IAm to acquaint you of an Experiment^ if it may dcferve that 
name, and nor rather that of a Trifle ; the matter of which 
is known to many, but un-applied (for ought I know) to fucii 
ufe as it affords. And theufe is to my felf of greater value^ 
than you'l eaiily imagine, and I think, it may be equally profita- 
ble to many. Thus it is : you know, I have mourn'd for the loft 
of my eyes. I confefs my unmanlinefs , that I have fhed many 
tears in my ftudy for want of them j but that was quite out of the 
\s3.y of recovering them. I know not, whether by ftanding 
VLxach. before a blazing Fire, or by writing often right before a 
bright Window, or what elfe might be the caufeof this decay 
of my fight, who am not above 60 years of age. But I feem'd 
alwayes to have a kind of thick fmoak or mift about me, and 
fome little black balls to dance in the air about my eyes, and 
to be in the cafe, as If I came into a room fuddenlyfrom a long 
walk in a great Snow. But fo it was, I could not diftinguifti the 
Faces of my acquaintance, nor Men from Women in rooms that 
wanted no light. I could not read the great and black Englifli 
Print in the Church- Bibles, nor keep the plain and trodden paths 
in Fields or Paftures, except I was led or guided. I received 
no benefit by any Glaj[eSy but was in the cafe of thofe, whofe de- 
cay by Age is greater than can be helped by Spectacles. The fai- 
refi Prints fecmed through Spe(5i:acles like blind Prints, litle black 
remaining. 

Being in this fad plight, what trifle can you think hath brought 
me help, which I value more than a great Sum of Gold ? Truly* 
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